


Meet the Characters
John and Carol have recently 
moved into their home after many 
years living in a two bedroom 
apartment. They had a baby girl a 
few months ago and love the older, 
more established neighborhood. John 
works at a local business and Carol is a 
librarian. The move cut John‘s commute 
to 10 minutes both ways and Carol can 
walk to childcare on her way to the 
library. 

Daryll and Michelle have been 
friends with John and Carol since 
high school. Daryll works with a 
regional construction company as a 
project manager and Michelle is the 
manager of a local bakery. They live 
in a neighborhood a few miles from 
John and Carol‘s new house and have 
been a part of the community for 
years. 

David is a co-worker of John’s and 
recent graduate of the state university. 
He lives in an apartment 30 minutes 
from work due to high rents, student 
loans and the cost of gas. David would 
love to cut costs and move closer to 
his job and potentially bike to work.



















Accessory Dwelling: A second, smaller dwelling on a 
property that has sleeping, cooking and eating space and 
a bathroom. An example would be a single-family house 
with a small apartment either as part of the house or 
in a nearby building. Sometimes accessory dwellings are 
called “in-law apartments” because many families house 
elderly parents in a smaller, independent apartment on the 
property.

Mixed Use:   Many municipal zoning ordinances treat 
different land uses, such as homes, commercial, and 
industrial properties differently. A mixed use building or 
development means a variety of different uses are allowed. 
A common kind of mixed use development in New England 
is combining a first-floor  store with a second floor 
apartment.

Workforce Housing:  Housing or kinds of housing 
generally affordable to “middle income” people in 
the workforce. According to New Hampshire State Law, 
“workforce housing” is affordable for those families 
whose income is at or below the median income level for 
their region. In the law it is defined as: Housing affordable 
to a household at or below 100% of the area median 
income (AMI) for a 4-person household; or Rental housing 
affordable at 60% of the AMI for a 3-person household.
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Want some more information? Check out these web links:

New Hampshire Workforce Housing Council  www.workforcehousingnh.com
Vibrant Villages New Hampshire  www.vibrantvillagesnh.org
Plan New Hampshire  www.plannh.org

New Hampshire Housing Coalitions

CATCH Neighborhood Housing  www.catchhousing.org
Eastern Lakes Region Housing Coalition  www.elrhc.org
Heading for Home  www.headingforhome.org
Workforce Housing Coalition of the Greater Seacoast  www.seacoastwhc.org
Greater Nashua Workforce Housing Coalition  www.gnwhc.org
NeighborWorks Greater Manchester  www.nwgm.org
Mt. Washington Valley Housing Coalition  www.mwvhc-nh.org
Upper Valley Housing Coalition  www.uvhc.org
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